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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

We present here new chapters of the exposition of
Father Matta on the Gospel of St John. Enjoy! Note:
All quotations are taken from the New King James
Version, if not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 62
“That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You;
that they also may be one in Us,
that the world may believe that You sent Me”
(John 17:21).

j HE UNITY of the believers necessitates the unity of the church, the latter
being an exhausting task, for which many tried preaching and working. Yet
their call was in vain, since churches around the world became followers of their
nations, and the nations are divided as well as distant from each other. Each
nation has churches divided against themselves, where not even two churches are
found to be united. Churches became as numerous as the number of creeds and
doctrines. Every doctrine is enclosed within itself without conceding to any
other, not even for one letter. Then, division turned into separation.

Despite the rise of those who called for workshops, dialogues, and trials to bring
the doctrines closer together, their effect is almost negligible. Those were recorded in
minutes together with recommendations without anyone actuating them.

The current division between the different doctrines, even though outwardly
appears to be religious and doctrinal, is truly due to a lack of love, even between
those of the same doctrine. The problem is not in the religion or the doctrine, but
in being distant from God and from love. Christ explained it by saying that
“because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold” and faith
will fade.! There is therefore no cure for the division of the church, for this is the
fate of this generation which became corrupt, worshipping the work of its hands,
and neglecting the worship of God.

! Matthew 24:12. See also Luke 18:8.



Nevertheless, in the name of Jesus who calls for unity of faith and assembly with
one heart to the one God, not for show but for the one truth that unites us to one
destiny, we call in the name of the Lord, that the one distant from the faith and he who
is close to it may hear us, for all to submit to the voice of the Lord and fear the wrath
of God upon us which would be more than the wrath we live in now. The call to unity
was my skill, for I had written about it three booklets, one of which reached the Pope
of Rome, John Paul 1I, who received it and sent his gratitude. And that was, as they
say, “the end of the matter”, for words are easy but works are not. The former Pope of
Rome, Paul VI, met the Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras, who oversees the
churches of Greece and Asia Minor, and they kissed each other. Then, on another
occasion, that great Pope bowed down before the representative of the Patriarch of
Constantinople, seeking love and unity. However, his prize was the criticism of many.
Thus, unity of the churches failed.

We are warning that the distancing of the church from the other, and that of a
doctrine from another, indeed signifies the absence of Christ from the latter and
the former. For before seeking unity, it is essential to ask about what leads to it
and forms it. Christ says, “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me,
and I in You... I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in
one.” Thus, unity necessitates the presence of Christ and the Father first in the
heart of the church and her spirit. Nothing will form this unity other than the
unity of the Father and the Son in their presence inside the essence of the church
of God. For the unity of the Father and the Son pours upon the church unity,
strength and peace.

December 30, 2005

Z John 17:21,23.
Chapter 63
“And the glory which You gave Me | have given them,
that they may be one just as We are one”
(John 17:22).

I/AKE HEED, brethren, and consider the matter, for the unity that Christ
created in His first believers had an unbearably heavy cost. Christ offered
His glory and placed it with His hand in the hearts of the first believers, and so
this was the strength of unity that joined them together under the banner of
Christ’s glory.

Thus, we ask about the meaning of the current divisions in both the one faith
and love. Does it not mean that we trampled the glory of Christ which is the



power and force of unity? This accusation casts the church far away from God
the Father and the Son. It makes her a plunder for the enemy who would
completely devour and prevail over her, and the worship of the devil would then
return. Nowadays we see and hear about the precursors of this situation, if not in
all of the churches, then at least in many of them.

Where is the glory of the churches which they had in past generations, when
their people lived for the church and the church rejoiced by being full during worship
days, with the organ chanting in it together with the rows of choral singers, shaking
the whole church, and heard by those far and near? Churches used to be the essence of
the living spiritual being, which outshone heaven with its angels. The church was that
and more, but this description tends now to belong to the past in most of
churches.

Nevertheless, the glory of Christ and the Father continues to be revealed in the
hearts of thousands of loving people, who practice with fiery worship and piety as an
inheritance from the first generations and worshippers who dwelt in mountains and
caves. For the deserts of Egypt still take pride in hermits, worshippers and thriving
monasteries, and Egypt still takes pride in this inherited worship.

December 30, 2005

Chapter 64
“l in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one”
(John 17:23).

ith this assertion, the mystery of the divine presence reaches man for the

first time in his existence. This is perplexing to the mind, and it is
impossible for the ability of man to comprehend this transcending and divine
truth. For man, throughout his first generations, was alienated from God, lonely,
nay an orphan, with no one mourning his state. Hundreds of prophets and
teachers arose, and nations were swarmed with preachers, yet they were unable
to elevate man’s morale and his feeling of slavery to and fear from death and the
owner of death.

In our days that are full of surprises, which all come from God in heaven, we
hear something to which earth and heaven shake. The angels stand in awe when
they realize what Christ says, “I in them and You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in one”! And oh, what “one?!” When | examined the case with all that
was given to me from power to reveal and uncover, | was able to realize that the
“one” who Christ meant, is that the renewed believer, who had attained the Holy
Spirit, would enter into the divine realm which is for the Father and the Son.



Since Christ the Son of God was incarnate in man’s body, humanity became
honored that Christ entered it; that is, He entered its being and human realm.
Thus, when Christ was able to annul sin' from us, and abolish the power of
death? from us, then raise us with Him in His very divine being to heaven, and
seat us with Him on the righthand of the Father®, then on account of His being
with the Father and in the Father, He introduced us to the Father. In other words,
we became in the very realm of the Father. In this manner, Christ performed the
miracle of making man one with the Father and the Son. It is something that
startles the mind, surpasses the understanding of all who are rational and is
beyond all that is conceivable. What shall we say, and with what shall we speak,
except that we put our hand over our mouth, and say “Amen, Lord!!”

Nevertheless, this revelation of the greatest of mysteries of Christ and the
Father, requires from us a life that is humble under the hand of God, and a pure,
untainted worship that befits this calling.

Meditating our past covenant, in the beginning of our life with God, we
remember that it was with labor that we would know God, and with arduous
effort that we would comprehend Christ’s message which He came to fulfill for
man’s sake. We were content with the crumbs which fell from Christ’s mouth,
racing to record them and taking pride in the days that made us slaves, or at the
most children of God and brothers of Christ, and that sufficed us. The Bible was
the source of our spiritual nourishment, and we deciphered its mysteries through
the Holy Spirit, who looked after us immediately after Christ.

Nevertheless, now, after the great mystery came directly from Christ, we
became, through Christ and in Christ, very near to the Father, and moreover sons
and His own. Christ, then, revealed the final and greatest mystery, that we
became one in Christ and the Father, rejoicing in our heavenly being which is
saved for us in heaven.

With this revelation of the mystery of our unity with the Father and the Son,
we truly and in effect become strangers to the earth and to people, and to
relatives and enemies alike. Not only that, but also strangers to our own human
race, since we became partakers of the nature of Christ and the Father.*

“Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?”® Can the dust inherit the heavens? Can the man of sin, prepared for

! Hebrews 9:26.
22 Timothy 1:10.
® Ephesians 2:6.
%2 Peter 1:4.

® John 12:38.



death under the dust, become one with the Father and the Son, and obtain the
inheritance of the Only-begotten, beloved Son?!

December 30, 2005
Gtk iy

Father Matta EI-Meskeen

Renewal of the Holy Spirit

With the coming of Christ and the outpour of the Holy Spirit, the righteousness that is through
works of the law came to an end and we became enclosed in the free mercy of God. This was by
calling us to be washed in baptism through the action of the Holy Spirit that according to
Christian faith renews the first human creation to become with it the chosen children of God in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Holy baptism with the descent of the Holy Spirit is considered like a
heavenly womb for man to be reborn in, and anointed with the Holy Spirit to become Christ the
Lord, or rather the son of God, and reckoned an heir to Christ in glory, i.e. worthy to enter eternal
life to live with God a spiritual creation, or a heavenly entity after having been a mere human
one. This great move God set for man is on the whole an act of mercy of the first degree, which
God the Father arranged for man through the salvation He prepared through the death of His Son
on the cross and as a sacrifice of redemption in which we gained the adoption by God through
grace according to which we became heirs to Christ in glory. This is the core of the Christian
faith giving us a living hope through the resurrection of Christ from among the dead, who opened
the way leading to eternal life holding our hands to cross over the abyss of this world as the
greatest of conquerors. This is through His blood which He shed on the cross to redeem us and
untie us from the enemy’s imprisonment and the bondage of sin.

After having been Adam’s sons and heirs of the earths’ curse we became the sons of God
heirs to the kingdom of His beloved Son, not for a limited time but forever. Therefore what
thanks can we offer God and Christ who freed us from the curse of Adam making us heirs to the
glory of His only Son in His kingdom and immortal forever before God?

Thus ended the righteousness of the law that made us inherit penalty and death, and we
gained the righteousness of Christ that qualified us to become God’s adopted and inherit His
eternal kingdom. God’s mercy consequently descended upon us and we were freed from the
bondage of this age and the humiliation of sin and the suffering of death, through His mercy
crossing over the abyss of this world proud in the free work of God He favored us with due to
His love for Christ who bore the sufferings of the cross as a sacrifice for us. ...

For that reason God renewed our creation in Christ so as to become witnesses and fulfill the
glory of God, having resurrected Him from death with the strength of His power to make us live
with Him, and for all to become ready to reveal the work of God in Christ to the heavenly hosts
to whom the truth of the death of the Son is hidden.

July 1, 2005
[Excerpt from St Mark Review, November 2007, p 4, 5.]
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St Gregory the Theologian
Equilibrium in the Outlook of St Athanasius

The illegitimate and intrusive priests [...] inevitably fall into one of two
errors, either, from their own need of indulgence, being excessively
indulgent, and so even teaching, instead of checking, vice, or cloaking their
own sins under the harshness of their rule. Both these extremes he avoided,;
he was sublime in action, lowly in mind; inaccessible in virtue, most
accessible in intercourse; gentle, free from anger, sympathetic, sweet in
words, sweeter in disposition; angelic in appearance, more angelic in mind,;
calm in rebuke, persuasive in praise, without spoiling the good effect of
either by excess, but rebuking with the tenderness of a father, praising with
the dignity of a ruler, his tenderness was not dissipated, nor his severity
sour; for the one was reasonable, the other prudent.

Oration 21, 9, tr. C. G. Browne and J. E. Swallow,
in NPNF, Series I, vol. 7, 271-72.

&K ToV aryiov I'pryopiov Tov OcoAoyov
Tadta yap 1@V vobwv kal Tapeyypantov iepéwv €oti [...] TV dO® 10
£TEPOV APAPTAVOLSLY, | T® Ol GLYYVAOUNG, GUETPO GLYYIVDGKOVTEG,
O¢ av ute AvokOnToTo Kokia, ALY Kol S10A0KOLTO, §| T TPayVTNTL THS
apyfic, 0 £0VTOV GLYKAAVTTOVTES. Qv 00déTEpOV EKEIVOoc QAN MV
VYNAOG UEV TOTG EPYOLS, TOMEWVOG OE T PPOVALOTL: KO TNV HEV APETNV
ampocitog, TV &vtvyiav 0¢ kol Aav €vmpocitog, mpdog, GdpynTog,
oounadng, HdVg OV Adyov, Ndimv 1OV TpdmOV, AyyeMKOC TO £160C,
QyYEAKMOTEPOG TNV OLAVOLOV EMLTIUTOOL YOANVOG, ETOVEGHL TOLOEVLTIKOG!
Kol Undétepov TdV KOA®DV Tf] AueTpig Avpmvacot, AL Totfjcot Kol TV
EMTIUNOV TOTPIKNV, KOl TOV ETOVOV APYIKOV: IITE TO AmAAOV EKALTOV,
UNTE GTVLEOV TO AGTNPOV: AAAL TO HEV EMLEIKELOV, TO OE PPOVNCLV.
SC 270, p. 126.
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Appearance of God with two Angels to Abraham (Gen 18: 1,2).
Icon from Bulgaria, Monastery of Etropole (1597-1598).
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