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thousands, and the numbers of preachers and churches increased. Nevertheless,
the first churches took place in houses, in extreme secrecy and caution, because
the Jews would not stop from sieging, capturing and stoning Christians. Even the
apostle Paul himself was not spared from stoning, and was once counted to be
dead, nevertheless, after they stopped stoning him, “and dragged him out of the
city, supposing him to be dead, the disciples raised him up and he shook off the
dust and rose up unharmed. In this manner, the early church faced chasing,
persecution and Killing, until their blood became all over the place. One of the
early historians said that the blood of the Christians was the seed of the church,
wherever they were martyred a church would arise. Thus, churches were named
after the martyrs, and their names remained on them until this day. The
wilderness of Natrun was honored by an assault on one of the churches in the
wilderness of St Macarius, where it was attacked by the Bedouins who killed
forty-nine martyrs, and a small church was built for them amid the churches,
where their yearly memorial takes place.

Churches spread all over Egypt and throughout the world around it. Then rose
monasticism and it spread in Egypt, the Syrian region, Mesopotamia, Greece,
Italy, Armenia, all of Asia Minor and Spain.

Monasticism became a seed around which arose the great cathedrals, which
still fill all of Europe. Christianity was passed to America where the church
flourished. In the church’s ecarly ages entered saintly believers whose stories
filled the pages of thousands of manuscripts. However, due to the numerous
wars, Christianity weakened, and the building of churches declined, especially
after her sons entered wars and died. The Christian spirit, which used to be fiery
throughout the past ages, began to grow cold, and so did the Christians’ worship
and consequently their love. Faith became confined to worship, and the number
of those working by their faith, preaching it and doing its commandments,
diminished. The church began to take her final image, for she is there in her
place, void of believers, testifying against the spirit of the age.
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her heart until the last moment.*

Jeremiah the prophet was right when he said, ““Your words were found, and |
ate them, and Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”® So was
the author of the book of Psalms who said, “How sweet are Your words to my
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”® Likewise, Christ calls, not only for
eating His words, but eating Christ Himself, when He said “he who feeds on Me
will live because of Me!”” What a sanctified life this would be, for man would
not only live in Christ and by Christ, but also Christ Himself would live in him.
“He who feeds on Me will live because of Me”. So, eating the words of Christ is
a skill mastered by those who love Christ, who have devoted their lives for Him,
like the hermits and those who live in caves and the dens of the earth, who still
feed on Christ every day, and never become satiated, “for those who eat me will
hunger for more.”®
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Chapter 61
“I do not pray for these alone,

but also for those who will believe in Me through their word”
(John 17:20).

C/ HRISTIANITY takes its first image in the mind of Christ and the
\_J knowledge of the Father. For Christ asks the Father to bring all those who
believe in Him into the protection of the Father as well. Here, Christ submits all
of His mission to the Father, that He and the Father may continue leading those
who believe in the Father and the Son. In this manner, the Father actually enters
in the economy of the believers’ lives. At the same time, Christians, whom
Christ left after He breathed in them the Holy Spirit and who all received Him on
the day of Pentecost, began to meet in one spirit, praying together and breaking
bread per the commandment. Then, the image of the first church began to come
out into the realm of being, supported by the Spirit and by Christ’s visitations
from time to time. Faith spread, and Paul became acquainted with it, he who
became a striving apostle and invincible preacher. Thus, the church was being
built and fortified in the nations which the apostles visited and where they
planted a seed of faith. Those who entered the faith were numbered by the



and mind to God alone, thinking of nothing but what He was sent for, speaking
nothing but what the Father utters in His heart, and doing nothing of Himself except
what the Father instructs Him to do. Thus, His life was a read gospel, being
sanctified by the holiness of the word which He heard and spoke. Christ affirmed
once, saying, “Which of you convicts Me of [one] sin [that | did]?”* For sin would
back away from Him, defeated and overpowered, and He would call upon holiness
and it would come to Him with open arms. Everything that Christ touched was
sanctified, and everything that came out of His mouth sanctified. Once, the devil
cried out when he saw Him, saying, “I know who You are—the Holy One of God!"?
So, Christ answered him, saying, “Be quiet”, that the holiness in Him may remain a
secret, unnoticed by anyone.

After being known as a curse and that whoever was crucified on it was
cursed;® Christ sanctified the cross on which He was crucified. Thus, it became
sanctified and so does everyone who believes in it, to the extent that the apostle
Peter pleaded with those who were starting to crucify him not to crucify him as
his Teacher, but to crucify him upside down, and thus it was done. When Christ
said, “for their sakes I sanctify Myself,” He revealed the mystery in this, in that it
was not for Him to receive glory from anyone, but to emanate from His holiness
on those who believe in Him that they may be shaded in the shadow of His
holiness. He does not say, “that those who believe in Him may have Holiness as
a title” as they are called nowadays, but rather to be sanctified in the truth that is
in the word and the commandment. Here, Christ uncovers a mystery that we are
pleased to expound to the reader: Christ's words come out of His mouth
sanctified by His holiness are able to transfer the holiness of Christ that is in His
words to everyone who accepts them in humility and openness.

Because of that, and for that, Christ says that He sanctifies Himself, so that
His life and His words become sanctified in Him. Thus, Christ, throughout His
life on earth, was the center of holiness to all who walked with Him and heard
His sayings. So, the righteous would rush to run after Him to hear His words.
Nevertheless, Christ’s holiness did not enter except in him whose heart was
opened to understand His words in faith, love and truth. Until this day, the words
of Christ are confined to, not the one who hears them, but to the one who accepts
them and keeps them in his heart, to know how the word will work in his life,
just as Mary, the mother of the Savior, used to hear His words and keep them in

! John 8:46.
2 Mark 1:24.
% Galatians 3:13.



throughout the night, delivered Him from Annas to Caiaphas, then they led Him
and handed Him over to Pontius Pilate the Roman governor at the time.

Pilate’s soldiers finished up what the men of Annas and Caiaphas had started from
mocking, beating and stripping Him, and clothing Him with criminals’ garments.
Thus, Satan was strengthened by those priests and their criminal helpers, and he
tortured Christ with severe torture. This is why Christ had asked the Father, before
entering this trial, to keep His disciples, and of course all of those who believe in Him,
from the evil one. Because he is really evil, he is cunning at laying traps and snares,
causing the fall of every type of man in whatever way that suits him. Christ remained
in the world to fulfill the sufferings originally deserved by man, as well as fulfill death
on the cross with all of its torments in order to banish death by death. Christ defeated
and trampled upon death as well as rose alive in the body, to fulfill on the cross all that
man had deserved in order to justify man from all that he deserved as a wage for his
sin and his trespass. Thus, through Christ’s crucifixion and death, man was vindicated
before God of all his sins and trespasses, and he attained full forgiveness and became
prepared to enter the kingdom of God.

Here, He pleads to the Father to fulfill what Christ had started, and that is to
keep the believers from the evil one. This work would be the strongest possible
to complete the work of the cross. For on the cross, crippling and halting of the
evil one was accomplished. Now, Christ asks the Father to keep those who
believe in Him from the deception and harm of the devil. Here, one can see that
Christ confines His request to keeping them from the evil one so that he does not
drag them by force into sin. That is because sin is fortified in man’s earthly
nature. However God bestowed upon humanity the Holy Spirit and the renewal
of creation, in order for man to receive another nature in which no sin dwells, but
is prepared to fear God and keep His commandments to receive the good part,
the Beloved Son’s inheritance which is kept in heaven for the righteous ones of
God. This is what Christ fixed His eyes on after leaving the world, so that man
would not be left without a heavenly Helper.
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Chapter 60
“And for their sakes I sanctify Myself,

that they also may be sanctified by the truth”
(John 17:19).

I/ HIS statement is one of the most magnificent of what Christ has said revealing
His personal secret which He had revealed to the Father that it may ultimately
be manifested to us. Christ sanctifying Himself means that He confined His heart



Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

Father Matta has been fascinated by the deep
theology in the Gospel of St John, so much so,
that a large percentage of his writings concerns
this special book. Enjoy! Note: All quotations
are taken from the New King James Version, if
not otherwise mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 59
“] do not pray that You should take them out of the world,
but that You should keep them from the evil one”
(John 17:15).

T is not Christ’s intention that we leave the world, whether willingly or

unwillingly. For in the world, we witness for Christ and we enjoy His
commandments. Our passing from this world rests in the hands of Christ and the
Father. This is clear from the words “I do not pray that You should take them out
of the world”. For the world is the main place of witnessing to Christ and
enjoying the protection of the Father and His pleasure. We are present in the
world for a heavenly mission, witnessing for Christ and His works, and
witnessing against the devil and all his works, not only that, but we break his
traps and his dark schemes.

For Christ to ask the Father to protect us from the evil one is the fulfillment of
what Christ did to Satan on the cross. He triumphed over him,! that is Christ
captured the devil in the very act of the biggest crime that he committed
throughout all the past years and ages, namely his accusation against Christ
before the rulers and priests. Such an action facilitated His arrest and His false,
unjust and fabricated trial, and his insinuation to the high priests to arrest Him as
a criminal. Thus, they came out against Him with swords and clubs,? surrounding
Him in the Mount of Olives, in the place where He used to meet with His
disciples and pray. They arrested Him as a criminal, and they led Him and,

! Colossians 2:15.
2 Matthew 26:55.



St Athanasius the Great

Martyrdom before one’s conscience

One of you often says: ‘Where is the persecution so I can be martyred?’ Suffer
martyrdom in your conscience; die to sin; ‘Mortify your members which are upon the
earth’ (Col 3:5) and you will have become a martyr by intention. Those [former martyrs]
fought with emperors and rulers; you have the devil, the emperor of sin, for adversary
and demons for rulers. ... For he who is a slave to porneia and spends his time on the
delights of the flesh has denied Jesus and is an idol-worshipper having within himself the
effigy of Aphrodite. Or again, he who is the slave of anger and wrath and does not
extirpate the madness of this passion, he has denied Jesus, having Ares within himself for
a god. Somebody else who loves money and pleasure but who ‘shuts up his bowels of
compassion’ against his brother (cf. 1 Jo 3:17) he has denied Jesus too and serves idols,
for he has the effigy of Hermes within himself. So if you achieve self-control and guard
yourself against these raving passions, you have trodden the idols underfoot, denied
superstition and become a martyr by making a good confession.

The Anonymous Sayings of the Desert Fathers, (tr. John Wortley) § 600.

&Kk Tov dyiov ABavaciov émokomov AdeEavdpeiag
[MoArakig Aéyer tig vudv: [lod €ott dwypog €ig TO upapTLpTicOL;
Mopthpncov ] cuveldnoel, amobave Tf GUaPTiQ, VEKPOGOV TA UEAT TA
émi Thic yiig, Kai yéyovag pdptog i mpoatpécel. 'Exeivol mpog Boaotielg kai
Gpyovtog udyovro, €xelg kol ov dvtimtadlov didforov TOV Paciién TiG
apoptiog kol Gpyovtog Tovg daipovag ... ‘O yap mopveionlg dovievwv kal
nodovaic oyordlwv Tov Incodv fpvioato kai id®A0V TPOGKLVET Exel Yap
&v €aut® TG Aepoditng TO Gyodpo THG COPKOG TNV aioypav 10OVNV.
[Tédwv 6 6pyR Kol Boud NTTOUEVOS KOl UN EKKOTT@V TOD TTABovg TovTOV
v paviav, tov Incodv Npvicato kol tov Apea &v Eovt@d Oeov Eyxel ...
“Etepog uAdpyvpog v kol @UANdovog kAgimv T0 omAdyyva Amd Tod
G.0eAPOD aOTOD ... TOV Incodv pvicato Kai ei0mA0IC Aatpedel Exel yap &v
aut® 100 ‘Eppod 10 €idmiov ... Qote tovteV &av €ykpotevon Kol
QUAGEN TV povik®v mabdv, éndtmoag T0 €idmia kol Mpvicw TNV
derotdopoviay Kol yEyovag PApTug OLOAOYHGOS TV KOATV OLOLOYiOV.

(Ibid.)
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