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Father Matta EI-Meskeen

LIVING WITH CHRIST

Articles of Comfort and Blessings
Offered to the Reader

We present here new chapters of the exposition of
Father Matta on the last verses of the prayer of
Jesus Christ to the Father, in the Gospel of St John
(Chapter 17). Enjoy! Note: All quotations are taken
from the New King James Version, if not otherwise
mentioned.

Volume Four
Chapter 65
“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Memay be with Me where I
am, that they may behold My glorywhich You have given Me;
for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24).

U NTIL the last moment in the life of Christ on earth, He would reveal the extent of His
attachment to His saintly disciples and apostles. He was like a loving Brother
remembering His brothers, or a good Friend not forgetting His loved ones. We are before an
unmatched divine passion that is rare to find among brothers and loved ones. For those who
lived and served with Christ now have a Brother, unique among His brethren in heaven, who
left them and left the world yet still remembers and prays for them. In spite of formerly saying,
“and the glory which You gave Me I have given them,”” He emphasized His desire that they
be with Him in His kingdom to behold His glory. For His glory on earth is unlike His glory
with the Father in heaven and the glory He gave them is unlike that which is His in heaven.
We are not able to know the difference between one glory and another, nevertheless, these are
Christ’s words. The glory of Christ from the beginning was concomitant to the Father’s love to
Him before the foundation of the world. Thus, the glory was not linked to His mission, for it
was “before the foundation of the world.” Here, we can understand that Christ is speaking
about what pertains to His divinity before He was incarnate, when the Son was in the bosom
of the Father before the foundation of the world. For the glory of Christ is as perpetual as the
eternity of the Father and the Son, and it was revealed in the world for its destined transmission
to man’s inheritance in God’s economy. Here, we realize that man was placed with everything
that belongs to him in the economy of God as the dearest of His creatures.

The very mystery of this inheritance was revealed to the Apostle Paul in the

1 John 17:22.



Epistle of Ephesians. He teaches, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace, that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved!!”?
This is one of the most brilliant pages of the Bible, which puts man in the holiest and
most precious positions relative to God. It uncovers a true spiritual revelation about
the extent of God’s evaluation of man, when it assures that God blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, and chose us rather than the angels
and all of the heavenly host, to be holy, without blame, before Him in love, as sons,
according to the good pleasure of His will. He placed us before Him as beloved
ones, pouring on us from His love as sons and children. He sets in our mouth words
of glorification to Him with all spiritual glory and praise to Him with every sweet
song that befits Him.

This New Testament pericope is one of the dearest and most important pages in
the life of man. It serves as the greatest witnesses and yoke that Christ places on our
chests that it may be our pride and honor before the angels, rulers, and all of the
heavenly creation. It becomes a sharp sword that we draw before the enemy, as we
are a creation that fell from heaven to the dust of the earth, but Christ drew us from
the dust of the earth to heaven at the time of his Ascension to place us in the fullness
of the Father’s blessing and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in the company of the
triumphant and victorious Christ.

Man is no longer the son of Adam, from dust and to dust returning. Rather he
became from the sons of the kingdom, a beloved son of God and a member of the
household of God,? prepared to enter the awesome divine unity that is between the
Father and the Son, and to be counted as one of Them,* delighting in God’s grace all
the days of his everlasting life.
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* Genesis 3:22.

Chapter 66
“O righteous Father! The world has not known You,
but | have known You; and these have known that You sent Me”
(John 17:25).
Fl'/ OR the first time we hear about the Father being described as righteous, as we
thought that only Christ was righteous,* He who came from the Father to justify

11 John 2:1.



many by His righteousness.? Since the Father is also righteous, then we are sons of
the righteousness of both the Father and the Son. What a privilege which drives us to
claim the inheritance of the righteous ones with God in heaven, which is the most
cherished level on the ladder of glory, that ladder raised by Christ through His body
to connect earth with heaven. For righteousness by itself is a power stored for the
chosen ones, driving them to continually ascend in the way of the kingdom. As we
have seen, righteousness is a characteristic of the Father and of the Son as well, and
it was granted to us out of the abundance of Christ’s favor to us, that He made us
righteous, rather “kings and priests to His God and Father.””

Righteousness is a property of the heart and the conscience, and it immediately
gathers us in the company of the Father and the Son as an attribute that belongs to
the Father and the Son.

The evidence for Christ’s words to the Father, “The world has not known You,”
is that they rejected the Son; indeed they evicted him. Moreover, they delivered Him
to death through crucifixion, despite His declaring to them hundreds of times that He
was sent forth from the Father for them, and carried to them the Father’s
commandments, words, and love. Nevertheless, they shut their ears to hearing
Christ’s assertion that He came forth from the Father. Therefore, when they rejected
Christ, they essentially rejected the One who sent Him. When they denied Him
being the Son of the Father, they denied both Him and the Father. When they killed
Him, they erected a lasting barrier between them and the Father. Nevertheless,
Christ was not deprived of true believers in Him and in the Father, who knew well
that Christ was sent forth from the Father.*

Christ acknowledges to the Father: “I have manifested Your name to the men,”
“and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in
them.” Christ knows and glories in word that He knows the Father, as man knows
his own self, in other words, a true and existential knowledge, for the Son is present
in the Father. He knows Him because He is from Him, through Him and in Him.
Thus, if in this is Christ’s glory, then our glory exists in the glory of Christ, for we
knew the Father in the Son. Our knowledge is worship, love, and faithfulness with
the readiness to give our life up to death. As long as we are in the Father and the
Son, the world would become an estrangement for us, and heaven our home.
Christ’s knowledge of the Father created a unique story of salvation, where Christ
offered Himself up for death on the cross based on dying for man while His life was
still present with and in the Father. Thus, He rose from the dead in the glory of the

2 |saiah 53:11.

% Revelation 1:6.
* John 16:27.
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Father and by His will, for He said, “l have power to lay it down, and | have power
to take it [raise it] again.”® For death and resurrection are made by Christ and the
Father for the fulfillment of man’s salvation and redemption. Christ’s knowledge of
His role in salvation and redemption drove Him to the cross as One going on a
mission, fulfilling it in tears, but reaping its fruit of eternal life for man.

Here, Christ glories in His knowledge of the Father, a knowledge that is like a
man looking at his face in a mirror. He likewise explains it as the knowledge of the
Father’s name, “I have known Your name.” The knowledge of the name in theology
is the knowledge of the being, for the name in theology carries the essence of the
divinity. The essence of the divinity is one in the Father and the Son, each knowing
the other as one knowing his persona. For Christ to say, “I have finished the work
which You have given Me to do,”’ proves that He knows the Father and has fulfilled
His existence.
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Chapter 67
“And | have declared to them Your name, and will declare it,

that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them”
(John 17:26).

T HIS IS THE END of Christ’s final prayer, by which He ended His conversation
I with the Father, and in it He has revealed the sum of His mission. He has

acquainted the disciples and the world with the name of the Father. By this He
finished the work that the Father asked Him to do, as He affirmed: “I have finished
the work which You have given Me to do.”* This was a revelation to the disciples
and to the world that the Father is the owner of the message that was fulfilled by
Christ. His saying, “and will declare [Your Name], that the love with which You
loved Me may be in them,” expresses the work of the Son through the Holy Spirit
while He is in heaven. For Christ, until now, continues to open the minds of those
who believe in Him through the Holy Spirit, where they receive the Son’s
inspirations with which He fulfills the gospel of His life. For Christ lives in heaven,
and He oversees His work in all who live for Him and seek Him.

The most wonderful story | have read belongs to someone who is still alive and
preaching. It is the story of “Golshan,” a Pakistani. She was paralyzed since
childhood and used to read the Quran. She learned from it that Isa, the son of
Maryam, used to heal the sick. So, she started praying for three years in the same

1 John 17:4.



manner and with the misbaha (a prayer rope) in her hand praying, “Oh Isa, the son
of Maryam, heal me.” Her father had taken her for treatment in France and England
with no avail, for polio is incurable. Finally, her father took her to Mecca and she
washed with the Zamzam water, though, she returned to her country with her
paralysis. She continued to cry out to Isa, the son of Maryam. Then, Christ Himself,
and with Him the twelve disciples, appeared to her and they surrounded her in the
middle of one night. Christ called her by her name and said, “I am Isa the Son of
Maryam; but my name is Jesus. Rise and get out of your bed.” She hesitated and
said, “I am paralyzed.” Christ said to her, “Rise.” Thus, she stretched out her legs
and came down from her bed, and stood before Christ with her legs, being
completely healed from polio. Her legs had atrophied completely and had been
dangling from her body. However, she started feeling her legs and found out that
they were fully healed and were filled with flesh. She knelt before Christ, and He
taught her the Lord’s prayer, word by word, and she memorized it instantly. Then,
He instructed her that “your people are My people.” So she understood the meaning,
and started witnessing for the name of Christ and recounting to anyone entering to
her what happened to her by the hand of Jesus Christ. Now, her older brother was
extremely radical and wanted to kill her, and so he pointed the gun toward her face,
yet she was not shaken and she said to him, “It is one death, kill me if you want, but
I will still keep on witnessing to Christ.” The gun then fell from his hand and he left
her. So she rose and ministered for the name of Christ. She healed her sister through
prayer, and finally she traveled to Holland.

In this manner does Christ declare the name of the Father, and still declares it to
this day. He sowed love in the hearts of thousands of those who loved His covenant
and His commandments, He sowed the love of the Father through His miraculous
works which He still does to this day. His word is true that “lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”? He is with us, not merely as a promise, but He
also fulfills His promise with works, and those who witness for Him increase in
number because of His works and because of His inspirations that He sows in the
hearts of those who love Him. Thus, they filled the world with preaching and
witnessing. We heard that He is working in China in millions who meet on one of
the mountains, praying and praising. So, even though the world has drifted and the
devil has swept it away, the name of Christ still glistens in many of the world’s
centers, where they are fulfilling the witness, praising, and rejoicing in the Lord.
Still “signs...follow those who believe,”® and the churches of numerous countries
are filling with those who pray and utter the name of the Lord with rejoicing.
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St Macarius the Great

The Goal of the Coming and Sojourn of the Lord

Such is the redemption of the Lord—his coming and sojourn among
mankind—that he might now restore the spiritual, rational, and precious
essence of the soul to the nobility of its original purity, and moreover, make
her a sharer in his own Spirit’s essence, establishing her as his noble and
royal bride. How then do we trade away this precious, spiritual essence of
the soul—lovely and more worthy than every creature, visible and
invisible—for leprous, wretched, and corruptible material affairs, [...] when
instead we ought to cast everything far away from us and shake off the
passing affairs of the earth and the corruptible thoughts of matter and dust, in
order to be bound to Christ alone by love, to be wounded by heavenly love
toward him alone, and, by spiritual affection, to be in love with him alone?

Homily 25 of Collection IlI.
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Annunciation

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you
b and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus”
(Lk 1:30, 31 RSV)
Fresco dating back to the 14" century, Church of the Virgin Mary,
Monastery of the Syrians, Wadi EI-Natrun, Egypt

will conceive in your wom
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